HUNTER VALLEY FOOTBALL REFEREES ASSOCIATION

FINALS SERIES MATCHES 2009
PROTOCOL
· Arrive at the ground at least half an hour before kick off time and report to the Referees Co-ordinator immediately on arrival.

· Our Association will appoint a Referee Co-ordinator at all grounds during all Semi-Finals, Finals and Grand Finals. The duties of the Referees Co-ordinator shall include making any alterations to appointments caused by emergency situations and handling any problems that occur at the ground during the day.

· Referees must be appropriately attired, before, during and after matches.

· Predominantly black shoes.

· No visible undershirts to be worn.

· HVFRA badge on shirt in the appropriate position.

· All Semi-Finals, Finals and Grand Finals should commence at their scheduled commencement times and not before, with the correct no of players on the field.
· In the event of a clash of colours in the playing strips of the teams playing in any Semi-Final, Final or Grand Final, the team listed on the team sheet as the Home Team is required to change to an alternative strip.

· Each team provides a match ball and it is given to the Referee prior to the match. It is the Referee’s choice which ball is to be used.

· Clothing

· Long sleeved under shirts must be the same colour as the predominant colour of the sleeve of the shirt.  

· Skins, if visible, must be the same colour as the shorts and the knees must be clearly visible.

· Shin pads must provide adequate protection.

· Shirts are to be tucked in at the beginning of the match.

· No jewellery is to be worn by any player and the only modification to this is for medical bracelets to be taped and the wearing of a watch by the match officials. 
· Maximum of 3 team officials in the Technical Area.

· In the event that any Semi-Final, Final or Grand Final is drawn at full-time, then extra time of 10 minutes each way shall be played. The Golden Goal Rule no longer applies during the two periods of 10 minutes extra time, so if even if a goal is scored during the extra time, the game continues until the 10 minutes x 10 minutes extra time has been completed.  

· In the event that any Semi-Final, Final or Grand Final is still drawn at the end of extra time, the result of the match will be determined by the taking of kicks from the penalty spot, in accordance with the Laws of the Game. 

· Only players on the field at the end of the extra time period may participate in the penalty kicks. It is advisable that each team takes all five kicks before the match is awarded to a team to ensure a match is not decided prematurely. 

· Coaches, Managers and bench players are to remain off the field of play during the penalty kicks and all players participating are to remain in the center circle.

· The number of players participating in the penalty kicks must be the same for each team.

· Players sent from the field of play during the match are not able to take part in the penalty kicks.

· The Senior Assistant Referee controls the centre circle and Junior Assistant Referee controls the goal line.

· All match officials keep a record of the penalty kicks.

· Before the extra time period commences, and if need be, the penalty kicks, a toss of the coin shall occur.

· No stoppage or injury time is added during the course of a match.

· Players being interchanged must be ready at the centre flag before an interchange can occur.

· At the end of the match ensure that the team sheet is completed appropriately.

· It is considered an honour to be appointed to any Finals Series match. Do the appointment justice and enjoy the day.
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